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Better

BETRA has recently organised a
string of successful events, trips and
activities. We ask estate manager
Lindsey Taylor why these things are
important
With two successful fun days, bingo sessions
for our senior residents, and a trip to
Adventure Island all enjoyed over the summer,
you might think BETRA would be through
with events for the year.
‘Far from it!’ says Lindsey. ‘Our events team
– made up of Wendy Thomas ,events manager,
alongside Lloyd Edwards, our housing officer,
Ian Cook, Diane Howson and Ken Howson –
are hard at work organising some more dates
for your diary.’
So on the near horizon is a Halloween do for
the kids, a night out at the dogs, and a visit by
Father Christmas (with sleigh and reindeer!) to
the BETRA office. See page 4 for details.

A BETRA social event could
be just the ticket
And further down the line, there’s talk of
organising a regular get together over
Fish ‘n’ chips for the seniors, more fun days,
and a trip to Colchester Zoo.

together

Lindsey says these events are beneficial in all
kinds of ways. ‘Neighbours who know and
like one another create community cohesion
by themselves. But sometimes people need a
little help to meet their neighbours. They may
be isolated, lack confidence, or just be short
of funds. They might have caring
commitments which make it difficult for
them to go far. A BETRA social event can be
could be just the ticket.’
One recent incident brought home to Lindsey
why all this matters so much.

Two worried little faces
were looking at me
‘I was out early on the morning of our recent
fun day, just making sure the green was clean
and tidy and all the stalls and equipment set
up properly. Rain was falling. Suddenly I
heard banging from a nearby window. Two
worried little faces were looking out at me.
“You’re not taking it down, are you?!” said
one. “Please don’t!” pleaded the other. When
I reassured the children that the fun day was
going ahead as planned their excitement was
palpable. Later, I thought to myself, “That’s
why it’s worth doing. We put on these events
for the very best of reasons: for the
children.”’

Cleaning
to a
higher
standard
Estate Manager
Lindsey Taylor

BETRA has been in discussion with the
council for some time regarding the
parking situation near Alcester and
Darlington Gardens. We wish to extend
the parking provision in this area as the
new houses have put pressure on
available spaces. We balloted residents
in the immediate area, and, with their
support, planned to do this work in
September.
Unfortunately, as we were about to
proceed, the Council said they wanted
to do their balloting of the leaseholders
before we went ahead with this.
Therefore, this matter is on hold until
they have resulted to us their findings.
As soon as we have further news – we
will let you know.

Residents across Havering are
joined forces to tackle dog mess in
their neighbourhoods by setting up
Dog Watch schemes.
Members of the scheme keep an
eye open for dog owners who don’t
clean up after their pets, take photos
of the offenders (if safe to do so),
and let the Council’s enforcement
staff have details of the problem,
such as when regular offenders are
in a particular road.
Failure to clean up can mean an £80
fixed penalty, or up to £1,000 if the
case goes to court. Details of how to
join Dog Watch are on the Havering
website at www.havering.gov.uk/dog
fouling
Bag it and then bin it is the
message. Any plastic
bag without holes in it
can be used. You can
place it (in moderation) in
your household rubbish, or
in public litter bins, or special dog
mess bins we have around the
estate.

Our maintenance team are, as always,
busy making improvements, and
deserve a big thank you for all their
efforts.
Among other things, the guys are,
currently refurbishing security doors and
painting white lines on all interior
stairwells (they have over 4000 steps to
do, so be patient if they haven’t yet
reached your floor) in order to improve
visibility.
Incidentally, we are also seeking
permission to install push button lighting
in these interior stairwells and landings,
to enhance your safety and comfort. The
guys will take on that job as soon as we
get the go-ahead.
Meanwhile, smart new notice boards
have been going up, as have post boxes
for all those menu cards and other junk
mail that, if not contained in this way,
usually end up littering the lobbies. And
finally, outdoors, railings across the
estate have been given a fresh coat of
green paint. We hope you approve.

On the horizon there are plans to extend
the maintenance team’s lock-up and
workshop, so as to provide greater
storage space for our gazebo, tables,
chairs, arts and craft materials and so
on; and, next spring, we hope to do
some exterior painting, particularly of the
balconies.

In recent months, vile and abusive
graffiti has been scrawled on BETRA
posters placed around the estate. The
police are investigating and BETRA
will have no hesitation in pushing for
prosecution when the culprit is
identified and sufficient evidence
gathered. Eviction is the likeliest
outcome.

Good-hearted local teenager Lauren Horsham, aged 16, is busy raising money to help
underprivileged children in Peru.
But Lauren isn’t just raising the money in order to send it to one of the charities working in
the region. Instead, enterprising Lauren will use the money raised to finance her trip out to
South America next July, where, as part of a Camps International project, she will help build a
new school and dig the foundations for a fresh-water well.
Lauren and proud mum, Jill, will be running a Tombola stall at BETRA’s special Santa event
on 17 December (see page 4) in aid of her daughter’s adventure. So if you would like to
support Lauren - and see Santa! - don’t forget to pop by the office on 17th December.

Pets corner
Pets give us so much that the least we
can do is take proper care of them. And
these days, much of the help and advice
we need is just a click away, so there is
no excuse for negligence.

The PDSA, for example, has an
excellent website providing a wide
range of expert advice. On the site, you
can track down your nearest PDSA
hospital (in Romford), look through an
A-Z of conditions, check your
eligibility for free vet services, read
first-aid and even seasonal advice on
the care of your pets.

Similarly, the scourge of illegal drugs
remains an issue on the estate. There
was a drugs raid in the area recently,
and local police are remaining
vigilant. Our message to residents is
simple: If you see something, or have
information to share, please report
what you know, in confidence, to
BETRA or directly to the police.

So, on its Autumn page, you can
read about the steps you can take to
reduce the chance of your pet
growing up scared of fireworks. It
helps you spot the signs of stress,
and suggests ways of helping pets
cope with unexpected noises. Dogs,
for example, like a ‘comfort den’
and these can easily be made inside
a wardrobe or cupboard, or behind
a sofa.
So visit and bookmark the PDSA
website today. Caring for your pet
just got a whole lot easier.

www.pdsa.org.uk

Events
Little Halloween on the Green, Saturday
31 October, 4.30-6.30pm
Everyone is gearing up for our
special Halloween do, including
Lloyd from the office (above).
There will be loads going on,
including a fancy dress
competition (for all ages), a
visit from Ziggy Zoo, a chance
to meet resident witch, Witchy
Woo-Woo, and a scary coffincum-target-cum-sweet
dispenser thingy - modelled
here by Lloyd - which, on the
night, will be home to Lurch
from the famous Adams family.
Plus a bit of trick or treating,
and, no doubt, a few
refreshments along the way.
Be there!

Race Night at Romford Dogs
Saturday 28 November,
6.30pm till 11pm
Join us for just £8 per adult,
which includes admission,
basket meal, two drinks, £1 bet
and coach to and from
Romford Dogs. Let us know by
Friday 13 November if you would like to come. Children have free
admission, but you will have to pay for their food and drink.

Santa’s Grotto
17 December, 5pm

This is your chance to
meet the man himself as
he drops by the BETRA
office – with sleigh, and
reindeer! – to wish all
our children a happy
Christmas. With gifts
and Tombola, this really
is one for the diary.
Next Board meeting

12 November, 7pm
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